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FIGURE 4.10.2

San Miguel Ranch EIR

Potential Noise Impacts from US101 (With Berm)
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Residential lots 49, 58, and 59, the Community Park, the future fire station site, and some 
of the multi-family development would be exposed to unacceptable levels of traffic noise 
from US 101 even with construction of the berm, and additional mitigation would be 
required.  
 
Mitigation Measure 4.10.1 requires that construction plans demonstrate that exterior 
noise levels at all sensitive land uses within 981 ft of the US 101 centerline do not exceed 
the County’s 60 dBA CNEL exterior noise standard. The necessary sound reduction 
would be achieved through construction of the proposed berm and/or sound barriers, 
ranging in height from 6 to 10 ft. However, due to visual impact concerns (refer to 
Section 4.3 of this EIR), there is the potential that the berm would not be constructed as 
currently proposed. Therefore, a discussion of the required sound barriers in the absence 
of the berm is provided below. 

 
 

Outdoor Active Use Area within 211 Feet of the US 101 Centerline. Outdoor 
active use areas proposed within 211 ft of the US 101 centerline would be potentially 
exposed to a traffic noise level exceeding 70 dBA CNEL, and mitigation to reduce 
exterior noise levels would be required. Therefore, a sound barrier with a minimum 
height of 10 ft would be required along the proposed property line to provide noise 
attenuation for outdoor active use areas within the 70–75 dBA CNEL impact zone. 
Affected on-site sensitive land uses that would require this level of mitigation 
include: 

 
• The proposed single-family residences along Main Loop East located within 

211 ft of the US 101 centerline (proposed Lots 134–137)  
 
 

Outdoor Active Use Area within 455 Feet of the US 101 Centerline. Outdoor 
active use areas proposed within 455 ft but outside of 211 ft of the US 101 centerline 
that do not have intervening structures between them and US 101 would be exposed 
to a traffic noise level exceeding 65 dBA CNEL, which exceeds the County exterior 
standard of 60 dBA CNEL, and mitigation to reduce exterior noise levels would be 
required. Therefore, a sound barrier with a minimum height of 8 ft would be required 
along the proposed property line to provide noise attenuation for outdoor active use 
areas within the 65–70 dBA CNEL impact zone. Affected on-site sensitive land uses 
that would require this level of mitigation include: 

 
• The proposed single-family residences along Main Loop East and Cul-de-Sac H 

located within 455 ft of the US 101 centerline (proposed Lots 67–81, 121–124, 
132, 133, and 138–141) 

 
 

Outdoor Active Use Area within 981 Feet of the US 101 Centerline. Outdoor 
active use areas proposed within 981 ft but outside of 455 ft of the US 101 centerline 
that do not have intervening structures between them and US 101 would be exposed 
to a traffic noise level exceeding 60 dBA CNEL, and mitigation to reduce exterior 
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noise levels would be required. Therefore, a sound barrier with a minimum height of 
6 ft would be required along the proposed property line to provide noise attenuation 
for outdoor active use areas within the 60 to 65 dBA CNEL impact zone. Affected 
on-site sensitive land uses that would require this level of mitigation include: 

 
• The proposed single-family residences along Main Loop East, Cul-de-Sac H, and 

Urban Cul-de-Sac located within 981 ft of the US 101 centerline (proposed Lots 
4–7, 17, and 58–66) 

• The multi-family residences along Main Loop West located within 981 ft of the 
US 101 centerline (proposed Lot 3) 

• The picnic area within the park at the intersection of Main Loop West and Main 
Loop East located within 981 ft of the US 101 centerline (proposed Lots 355 and 
361) 

 
 

Residential Balconies. Any residential balconies located within 981 ft of the US 101 
centerline would be exposed to traffic noise levels exceeding the County’s 
60 dBA CNEL exterior noise standard. Mitigation Measure 4.10.2 requires a 6 ft high 
perimeter barrier around the perimeter of each patio or balcony directly exposed to 
traffic noise from US 101 (i.e., not shielded by the proposed berm). The sound barrier 
may be any combination of solid materials such as concrete masonry unit (CMU), 
glass, and/or acrylic. Affected on-site sensitive land uses that would require this 
mitigation include: 

 
• The proposed single-family residences along Main Loop East, Cul-de-Sac H, and 

Urban Cul-de-Sac located within 981 ft of the US 101 centerline (proposed Lots 
4–7, 17, 58–81, 121–124, and 132–141) 

• The proposed multi-family residences along Main Loop West located within 
981 ft of the US 101 centerline (proposed Lot 3) 

 
 

Interior Noise Standards. If residential structures are proposed within 246 ft of the 
US 101 centerline and have no intervening structures between them (e.g., the proposed 
berm), they would be exposed to a traffic noise level exceeding 69 dBA CNEL. With 
windows closed, interior noise levels at these residences would potentially exceed the 
interior noise standard of 45 dBA CNEL (i.e., 70 dBA - 24 dBA = 46 dBA).  

 
If residential structures are proposed within 1,555 ft of the US 101 centerline and have no 
intervening structures between them (e.g., the proposed berm), they would be exposed to 
a traffic noise level exceeding 57 dBA CNEL. With windows open, interior noise levels 
at these residences would potentially exceed the interior noise standard of 45 dBA CNEL 
(i.e., 58 dBA - 12 dBA = 46 dBA).  
 
Mitigation Measure 4.10.3 requires that construction plans demonstrate that interior noise 
levels in residential units within 246 ft of US 101 do not exceed 45 dBA CNEL. 
Techniques to reduce noise levels include, but are not limited to, installation of 
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commercially available windows with sound transmission class (STC) ratings of STC-32 
or higher. Mitigation 4.10.4 requires that residential units within 1,555 ft of US 101 meet 
the ventilation standards required by the Uniform Building Code (UBC) with windows 
closed. This may require installation of air-conditioning systems, or another form of 
mechanical ventilation, for residential units exposed to US 101 traffic noise. Affected on-
site sensitive land uses that would require this level of mitigation include: 
 
• The proposed single-family residences along Main Loop East and Cul-de-Sac H 

located within 246 ft of the US 101 centerline (Proposed Lots 70–81 and 134–137) 

• The proposed single-family and multi-family residences located within 1,555 ft of the 
US 101 centerline (Proposed Lots 3–45, 49–158, and 356)   

 
 
Train Noise Impact. An existing rail line that runs parallel to Mission Street is located 
approximately 400 ft northeast of the proposed Development project site. Based on Appendix A of 
the County’s Noise Element, the train noise level at this distance in 2010 would be 
62 dBA Ldn CNEL. This noise level would exceed the County’s 60 dBA CNEL exterior noise 
standard for sensitive land uses. However, the rail line is located on the opposite side of US 101 from 
the proposed project site. The noise levels generated by traffic on US 101 are much higher within the 
proposed Development project site than the projected train noise levels. Therefore, the mitigation 
measures proposed for the on-site traffic noise impacts (Mitigation Measures 4.10.1–4.10.4) would 
also reduce the train noise impacts to below a level of significance, and no additional measures would 
be required.  
 
 
Stationary Noise Impact. Potential long-term noise impacts would be associated with stationary 
sources within the proposed commercial land uses on the Development project site. These activities 
are potential point sources of noise that could affect on-site and off-site noise-sensitive receptors such 
as residences. On-site noise-producing activities include traffic; doors slamming; vehicle engine start-
ups; truck loading and unloading activities; heating, ventilation, and air-conditioning 
(HVAC) equipment; and people conversing in a parking lot.  
 
As noise spreads from a source, it loses energy, so the farther the noise receiver is from the noise 
source, the lower the perceived noise level would be. Geometric spreading causes the sound level to 
attenuate, or be reduced, resulting in a 6 dBA reduction in the noise level for each doubling of 
distance from a single point source of noise, such as a car door slam, to the noise-sensitive receptor of 
concern. Although individual activities may generate relatively high and intermittent noise, when 
added to the typically lower ambient noise and averaged over a longer period of time, the cumulative 
noise level would be much lower and would be considered a less than significant impact. No 
mitigation would be required. 
 
 

Truck Delivery Loading/Unloading Noise. The proposed on-site commercial retail 
developments will include loading docks/areas. During loading and unloading activities, noise 
would be generated by the trucks’ diesel engines, exhaust systems, and brakes during low-speed 
gear shifting, braking activities, backing up toward the docks, dropping down the dock ramps, 
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and while maneuvering away from the docks. These peak-event noise sources are measured as a 
single event from a point source.  
 
Based on similar projects and LSA’s experience with the analysis of periodic truck loading and 
unloading activities, peak noise levels from the proposed on-site truck loading and unloading 
activities would range up to 75 dBA Lmax when measured at 50 ft from the point source. 
Therefore, sensitive land uses located within 160 ft of the loading and unloading activities would 
be potentially exposed to noise levels exceeding the County’s 65 dBA Lmax nighttime noise 
threshold. Mitigation Measure 4.10.5 requires the construction a 10 ft barrier adjacent to the 
loading/unloading area or limiting deliveries to between the hours of 7:00 a.m. and 10:00 p.m. to 
reduce this potential impact to a less than significant level. The location of the barrier would 
likely be along the boundary between the proposed Commercial Retail and Residential Single 
Family land use category interface. 
 
 
Parking Lot Noise. Proposed parking facilities are located within the commercial retail area, 
community park, and some of the other public areas of the proposed Development project site. 
Noise associated with parking lot activities includes on-site vehicular traffic, car door slamming, 
car alarms, vehicle engine start-up, tire squealing, and people conversing. 
 
Representative parking activities, such as employees or customers conversing and slamming 
doors, would generate approximately 60–70 dBA Lmax at 50 ft. This level of noise is lower than 
that of the truck delivery and loading/unloading activities. Parking lot noise is not anticipated to 
be a significant noise issue with respect to residences within or adjacent to the project site, and no 
mitigation is required.  
 
 
Commercial HVAC Equipment Noise. HVAC equipment is typically located on commercial 
building rooftops. HVAC equipment generates a sound pressure level (SPL) of up to 95 dBA at 1 
foot. The roof edge and/or parapet creates a natural noise barrier that reduces noise levels from 
these rooftop HVAC units by 8 dBA or more. It is assumed that, as a worst-case scenario, HVAC 
equipment would operate continuously through the day, evening, and night. The closest on-site or 
off-site residence to the HVAC equipment is estimated to be located at a distance of 50 ft and 
would experience a noise level of 53 dBA Lmax. This noise level would not exceed the County’s 
nighttime maximum noise level of 65 dBA Lmax. Therefore, noise generated from HVAC 
equipment associated with commercial uses would not have a significant noise impact, and no 
mitigation is required.  
 

 
Camp Roberts Noise Impacts. Camp Roberts is located to the north and west of the proposed 
Development project site. Noise sources within Camp Roberts include aircraft noise, small arms 
range noise, and blast noise from large weapons. Noise levels for these sources were obtained from 
the Camp Roberts Installation Environment Noise Management Plan (U.S. Army Center for Health 
and Preventative Medicine, December 2000) and the Combined-Forces Training Activities, New 
Equipment Utilization, and Range Modernization Program at Camp Roberts Army National Guard 
Training Site, California (California Army National Guard, December 1996). 
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Aircraft Noise. Aircraft operations within Camp Roberts include four typical events. These 
events include simulated bombing and strafing, Twin Brothers drop zone, Nacimiento drop zone, 
and Nap of the Earth flying. The simulated bombing and strafing and the Nap of the Earth flying 
are located along the western edge of Camp Roberts, away from the proposed residences. The 
flight paths for the Twin Brothers and Nacimiento drop zones travel directly over the proposed 
Development project site. The flight paths for the two drop zones are shown in Figure 4.9.2. 
 
The Twin Brothers and Nacimiento drop zones are used by low-performance cargo and personnel 
aircraft such as C-130 cargo planes. Ten overflights within the same day, typical of an exercise, 
would generate a noise level of up to 53.5 dBA Ldn

1 at the Development project site. This is due 
to the energy of the infrequent events being averaged over a 24-hour period. Therefore, aircraft 
operations would not result in any exceedances of the County’s 60 dBA CNEL exterior noise 
standard for sensitive land uses. However, the maximum noise level for a C-130 cruising at an 
altitude of 500 ft is 94.2 dBA Lmax.2 This noise level is much higher than the County’s daytime 
threshold of 70 dBA Lmax and the nighttime threshold of 65 dBA Lmax. Therefore, although 
infrequent, the Camp Roberts aircraft operations would result in significant unavoidable noise 
impacts to residents of the Development project site.  
 
 
Small Arms Range Noise. The Camp Roberts small arms range is located on civilian land 
adjacent to US 101. The average noise level from the small arms activity is lower than the noise 
level from traffic on US 101. Therefore, the mitigation measures required to reduce the on-site 
US 101 traffic noise impacts would reduce the noise from the small arms range to below a level 
of significance. No additional mitigation measures would be required.  
 
 
Blast Noise. Blast noise within Camp Roberts is generated by artillery/mortar rounds, grenades, 
and explosives. The closest blast sites to the proposed Development project site are located 
approximately 2 mi to the west. At this distance the blast noise levels would not exceed the 
County’s 60 dBA CNEL exterior noise standard.3 However, based on noise measurements that 
were conducted by the U.S. Army in 1992, the maximum noise level from artillery fire would 
exceed 75 dBA within the vicinity of the proposed project.4 This noise level exceeds the County’s 
daytime threshold of 70 dBA Lmax and the nighttime threshold of 65 dBA Lmax. Therefore, 
although infrequent, the blast noise within Camp Roberts would result in significant unavoidable 
noise impacts. 

 
 
Potential Impact Summary: Class I. Potential impacts related to on-site traffic noise impacts for 
both interior and exterior noise standards would be reduced to below a level of significance with 
implementation of Mitigation Measures 4.10.1–4.10.4 (Class II). Potential noise impacts associated 
with unloading/loading activities associated with proposed commercial uses would be reduced below 

                                                      
1  Camp Roberts Installation Environment Noise Management Plan, December 2000. 
2  Ibid.  
3  Ibid. 
4  Ibid.  
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a level of significance with implementation of Mitigation Measure 4.10.5 (Class II). Aircraft 
operations and blast noise generated by Camp Roberts would result in exceedances of the County’s 
daytime and nighttime exterior maximum noise thresholds. No feasible mitigation measures would 
reduce these impacts to below a level of significance. Therefore, although infrequent, noise from 
Camp Roberts would result in significant unavoidable noise impact on the Development project site 
(Class I). Mitigation Measure 4.1.2 would inform future occupants of these noise impacts through a 
Military Use Real Estate Disclosure Statement, but would not reduce the potential impact below a 
level of significance.  

 
 

Threshold 4.10.2: Expose persons to or generate excessive groundborne vibration or 
groundborne noise levels  

Vibration refers to groundborne noise and perceptible motion. Groundborne vibration is almost 
exclusively a concern inside buildings and is rarely perceived as a problem outdoors. Vibration 
energy propagates from a source, through intervening soil and rock layers, to the foundations of 
nearby buildings. The vibration then propagates from the foundation throughout the remainder of the 
structure. Building vibration may be perceived by the occupants as the motion of building surfaces, 
rattling of items on shelves or hanging on walls, or as a low-frequency rumbling noise. The rumbling 
noise is caused by the vibrating walls, floors, and ceilings radiating sound waves. Annoyance from 
vibration often occurs when the vibration exceeds the threshold of perception by 10 dB or less. This is 
an order of magnitude below the damage threshold for normal buildings. 
  
Typical sources of groundborne vibration are construction activities (e.g., pavement breaking and 
operating heavy-duty earthmoving equipment), blasting activities within Camp Roberts, and 
occasional traffic on rough roads. Potential problems with groundborne vibration and noise from 
these sources are usually localized to areas within approximately 100 ft from the vibration source, 
although there are examples of groundborne vibration causing interference out to distances greater 
than 200 ft. Groundborne vibration levels from construction activities very rarely reach levels that can 
damage structures; however, these levels are perceptible near the active construction site. With the 
exception of old buildings built prior to the 1950s or buildings of historic significance, potential 
structural damage from heavy construction activities rarely occurs. When roadways are smooth, 
vibration from traffic (even heavy trucks) is rarely perceptible.  
  
Existing and proposed streets surrounding the Project area are paved, smooth, and unlikely to cause 
significant groundborne vibration. In addition, the rubber tires and suspension systems of buses and 
other on-road vehicles make it unusual for on-road vehicles to cause groundborne noise or vibration 
problems. It is therefore assumed that no such vehicular vibration impacts would occur and, therefore, 
no vibration impact analysis of on-road vehicles is necessary. 
 
The primary source of groundborne vibration from Camp Roberts is the blasting activities. The 
closest blast sites to the proposed project site are located approximately 2 mi to the west. At this 
distance the groundborne vibration levels would be less than 0.001 inch per second (in/sec).1 This 
vibration level is less than the 0.08 in/sec level that is perceptible to the average human and therefore 
is less than significant. No mitigation measures would be required. 

                                                      
1  Camp Roberts Installation Environment Noise Management Plan, December 2000. 
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Groundborne vibration from construction activities will be mostly low to moderate, except during 
grading and earthmoving activities on site. The existing residences on adjacent properties are located 
approximately 100 ft from the Development project site construction area and approximately 150 ft 
from the Wastewater Treatment Plant construction area. As residences near the project site were not 
built prior to 1950, these structures are unlikely to experience structural damage from groundborne 
vibration associated with construction activity. Consequently, the proposed project would not result in 
a significant project impact related to vibration, and no mitigation is required. 
 
Potential Impact Summary: Class III. The proposed project would not result in a significant project 
impact related to vibration, and no mitigation is required. 
 
 
Threshold 4.10.5: Expose people residing or working in the project area to excessive noise 

levels related to the project’s location within an airport land use plan or, 
where such a plan has not been adopted, within two miles of a public airport 
or public use airport; or 

 
Threshold 4.10.6: Expose people residing or working in the project area to excessive noise 

levels related to a private airstrip. 
 
The Paso Robles Municipal Airport is located within the corporate boundaries of the City of Paso 
Robles on 1,272 ac. The airport serves as a support facility for the California Department of Forestry 
Air Attack Base as part of its Statewide fire suppression program, the California Highway Patrol, and 
three local military installations (Camp Roberts, Fort Hunter-Liggett, and Camp San Luis).  
 
The geographic area encompassed by this Airport Land Use Plan (ALUP) is termed the Paso Robles 
Municipal Airport Land Use Planning Area; at times, this area is also referred to as the Planning 
Review Area or Airport Influence Area. In general terms, the Planning Area is defined by a 
combination of factors that include the runway layout, as well as the application of safety, height, and 
noise standards promulgated by the Airport Land Use Commission (ALUC). The result for the Paso 
Robles Municipal Airport is an irregular-shaped area based primarily on the “horizontal surface,” but 
extended to the southeast by projected aircraft noise patterns. The resultant planning area 
encompasses approximately 21 square miles. 
 
The Development project site is located approximately 6 mi northwest of the Paso Robles Municipal 
Airport and is not located in the area encompassed by the ALUP. Similarly, the project site is outside 
the current adopted noise contours and safety zones for the Paso Robles Municipal Airport and is not 
within the area subject to building height restrictions (Federal Aviation Regulations [FAR] Part 77). 
Therefore, the proposed project would not expose people residing or working in the project area to 
excessive noise associated with any air transportation facilities. 
 
In addition, the Development project site is more than 2 mi from the nearest Camp Roberts airfield or 
helipad (refer to Figure 4.9.2). Because the Development project site or the proposed Wastewater 
Treatment Plant expansion site are not in the vicinity of Camp Roberts airfields or helipads, the 
proposed project would not result in a significant noise hazard related to public use or private 
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airstrips.  For additional discussion of noise impacts related to the Development project site’s 
proximity to Camp Roberts, refer to the discussion under Thresholds 4.10.1, 4.10.2, and 4.10.3 above. 
 
Potential Cumulative Impact Summary: No Impact. Neither the Development project site nor the 
Wastewater Treatment Plant expansion site is located within the adopted noise contours or safety 
zones for the Paso Robles Municipal Airport or any private airstrip. Therefore, the proposed project 
would not expose people residing or working in the project area to excessive noise associated with 
any air transportation facilities. No mitigation is required. 
 
 
4.10.6 Cumulative Impacts 
Existing traffic noise levels were presented in Table 4.10.A. Cumulative traffic noise impacts are 
measured based on projected noise level increases over existing conditions. The cumulative noise 
condition represents the planned growth of the County in addition to those projects listed in 
Table 4.1.E.  
 
Construction and on-site operations are point sources of noise and would not contribute to off-site 
cumulative noise impacts from other planned and future projects. As stated above, long-term 
cumulative off-site impacts from traffic noise are measured against two criteria. Both of the following 
criteria must be met for a significant impact to be identified.  
 
1. Future traffic noise levels must increase by more than 3 dB compared to existing conditions on a 

roadway segment adjacent to a noise-sensitive land use. 

2. The resulting future with project noise level must exceed the criteria level for the noise-sensitive 
land use. In this case, the criteria level for exterior noise is 60 dBA CNEL for residential land 
uses. 

 
Long-term cumulative on-site impacts from traffic noise are measured against the noise standards in 
the County’s Noise Element. The applicable noise standards for the project include the exterior 
60 dBA CNEL residential standard and the interior 45 dBA CNEL residential standard. Long-term 
on-site impacts from nearby (nontraffic) uses are measured against the County’s Noise Ordinance. 
 
1. The project would be significantly impacted by any nearby uses that generate noise levels in 

excess of the Noise Ordinance standards at noise-sensitive uses proposed by the project. 
 
The cumulative noise levels are shown in Tables 4.10.I and Table 4.10.J . These tables show that 
although project-related traffic would contribute to cumulative traffic noise impacts in the vicinity of 
the project site, the exterior and interior noise levels would not exceed the County’s 60 and 
45 dBA CNEL standards, respectively. Conversely, proposed sensitive land uses on the Development 
project site located within 981 ft of the US 101 centerline would be potentially exposed to noise 
levels exceeding the County’s 60 dBA CNEL exterior noise standard. As discussed above, Mitigation 
Measures 4.10.1–4.10.4 reduce potential long-term cumulative on-site impacts from traffic noise to a 
less than significant level.  
 
Potential Impact Summary: Class II. Potential long-term cumulative on-site impacts from traffic 
noise would be reduced to a less than significant level with implementation of Mitigation Measures 
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4.10.1–4.10.4. The project would not contribute to any significant short-term or long-term cumulative 
off-site noise impacts.  
 
 
4.10.7 Level of Significance Prior to Mitigation 
The following impacts are considered potentially significant prior to mitigation: (1) exposure of 
proposed residences along US 101 to traffic-related noise levels that exceed the County’s interior and 
exterior noise standards; (2) aircraft and blasting noise generated by Camp Roberts; and (3) noise 
generated by loading/unloading activities associated with proposed commercial uses on the 
Development project site. 
 
The following impacts would be less than significant prior to mitigation: (1) general construction 
activities; (2) long-term traffic-related noise impacts to off-site uses; and (3) long-term off-site 
stationary source noise impacts from on-site uses. 
 
 
4.10.8 Mitigation Measures 
Mitigation Measure 4.10.1  Sound Barriers. Prior to issuance of building permits, 

documentation shall be provided to the Director of the Department of 
Planning and Building, or designee, that shows that exterior noise 
levels at all sensitive land uses on the Development project site 
located within 981 feet (ft) of the United States Route 101 (US 101) 
centerline do not exceed the County’s 60 A-weighted decibels 
(dBA) Community Noise Equivalent Level (CNEL) exterior noise 
standard. Sound reduction shall be achieved through the construction 
of a berm along US 101 and/or sound barriers ranging in height from 
6 to 10 ft. The sound barrier may be any combination of solid 
materials such as concrete masonry unit (CMU), glass, and/or 
acrylic. 

 
Mitigation Measure 4.10.2 Perimeter Barriers for Balconies. Prior to issuance of building 

permits, the Director of the Department of Planning and Building, or 
designee, shall verify that plans include a 6 foot (ft) high barrier 
around the perimeter of each patio or balcony directly exposed to 
traffic noise from United States Route 101 (US 101)  (i.e., not 
shielded by the proposed berm). The sound barrier may be any 
combination of solid materials such as concrete masonry unit 
(CMU), glass, and/or acrylic. 

 
Mitigation Measure 4.10.3 Building Facade Improvements. Prior to issuance of building 

permits, documentation shall be provided to the Director of the 
Department of Planning and Building, or designee, that shows that 
interior noise levels in residential units within 246 ft of the United 
States Route 101 (US 101)  centerline do not exceed 45 dBA CNEL. 
Techniques to reduce noise levels include, but are not limited to, 
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installation of commercially available windows with sound 
transmission class (STC) ratings of STC-32 or higher. 

 
Mitigation Measure 4.10.4 Ventilation Standards. Prior to issuance of building permits, 

documentation shall be provided to the Director of the Department of 
Planning and Building, or designee, that shows that on-site 
residential structures within 1,555 feet (ft) of the United States Route 
101 (US 101)  centerline would meet the ventilation standards 
required by the Uniform Building Code with windows closed. 

 
Mitigation Measure 4.10.5 Loading/Unloading Area Restrictions. One of the following 

mitigation measures shall be required for loading/unloading areas 
located within 160 feet (ft) of a sensitive land use: 

 
A. A 10 ft high sound barrier shall be constructed adjacent to the 

loading/unloading area. The location of the barrier would likely 
be along the boundary between the proposed Commercial Retail 
and Residential Single Family land use category interface, or 

B. Loading/unloading activities shall be restricted to the hours of 
7:00 a.m. to 10:00 p.m. daily. 

 
Prior to issuance of building permits, the Director of Planning and 
Building, or designee, shall verify that a 10 ft high sound barrier has 
been included adjacent to the loading/unloading area. If the barrier is 
not shown, a certificate of occupancy for commercial uses shall not 
be issued until verification (e.g., a copy of a lease agreement) is 
provided indicating that loading and unloading activities are 
restricted to the hours of 7:00 a.m. to 10:00 p.m. daily. 

 
 
4.10.9 Level of Significance after Mitigation 
With implementation of the identified mitigation measures, the traffic noise impacts from US 101 and 
the loading/unloading noise would be reduced to below a level of significance. However, the periodic 
aircraft noise and blast noise from Camp Roberts would remain significant and unavoidable.  
 

 


